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mélky hrob

shallow grave

Jaromir 99: Nechte mé tady!
Katerina Tuckovéa

Vytvarna tvorba Jaromira Svejdika
alias Jaromira 99 je zndma Siroké
skupiné komiksovych fanousku

a v poslednich letech nejen jim.

Od chvile, kdy se komiks o Aloisi
Nebelovi stal generaéni filmovou
legendou, znaji obrysy jeho prace

i lidé, kteri béZné nenavstévuji galerie
a vystavni siné. A pritom pravé tam
dilo tohoto autora pravem patfi:
jeho prace na papire jsou vyjimecné
svou vypovédni hodnotou i vizual-
ni presvéddcivosti, které dosahuje

i s vyuzitim minimalnich vyrazovych
prostredku.

Jaromir 99 se na vytvarné scéné
etabloval jako kreslit, ktery k zachyceni
pribéha uziva klasickou kresbu i poci-
tacovou grafiku. Jejim prostrednic-
tvim vytvari velkoryse komponované
a perspektivné propracované vyjevy,
na jejichZ ploSe dokaze vylicit osobité
hrdiny i zbudovat napéti tak, jak si
vyzaduje charakter daného vizuélniho
romanu. Jejich ndméty si autor vybira
napfic zanry, takze v jeho bibliografii
Ize nalézt treba syrovy autorsky
komiks z pohrani¢i Bomber (Labyrint,
2007) nebo klasické dilo svétové
beletrie, Zamek Franze Kafky (Self-
MadeHero a Labyrint, 2013), za néjz
v roce 2014 ziskal nominaci na pres-
tizni cenu Willa Eisnera. Diky auto-
rové vytvarné citlivosti a smyslu pro
uchopeni textu si tyto komiksy ziskaly
Sirokou oblibu, pri¢emz nejvyraznéj-
§iho mezinarodniho prijeti se dostalo
trilogii o vypraveéim z Bilého Potoka
Aloisi Nebelovi (Labyrint, 2008), kte-
rou Jaromir 99 vytvoril ve spolupréaci
se spisovatelem Jaroslavem Rudisem.

Knihu pak jako hlavni vytvarnik preved|
do podoby stejnojmenného filmu,
jenz posléze ziskal Evropskou cenu
pro nejlepsi animovany film a nomi-
naci na Oskara.

Kromé komiksové tvorby se Jaromir
99 vénuije i ilustraci, v niz se vyjadruje
Gspornéjsi formou nez ve vizualnich
romanech. Nejraritnéjsi vyraz vSak
nasel ve své volné tvorbé, kde si
osvaojil techniku vystrihovani — témeér
zapomenutou techniku davnych
pouli¢nich kumstyra, jarmarecnich
¢i salonnich bavicu, ktefi, vybaveni
pouze papirem a nizkami, dokazali
vystfihnutim portrétd i figurdlnich
vyjevu uchvatit Siroké obecenstvo.
V podani Jaromira 99 vSak vystfiho-
vané a pres sebe prekladané vrstvy
rizné barevného papiru dalece
presahuji prvoplanovou zabavnost
lidového uméni. Nabizeji sice svét
na prvni pohled tvarové jednoduchy,
ale pritom zcela komplexni, ktery

k divakovi mluvi presveédcivé i skrze
nepocetné a velmi Usporné linie fezl
a strihd.

V tomto svété — at uz je predklada-
ny v jakékoliv ze zminénych forem

a technik — nachazime zavazna téma-
ta, k nimz patfi napriklad problema-
tika Sudet reprezentovana temnou
lesni krajinou pohraniéi, kterou zna
autor z rodného Jesenicka, nebo pri-
béhy lidi, jejichZ podobu i osud nasel
na nahrobcich hrbitovi kdysi némec-
kych vsi. Kromé historizujicich témat
ale prinasi i svédectvi o soucasnosti,
kdyZ vedle ¢etnych autoportrétu
zachycuje své pratele hudebniky,
spisovatele a vytvarniky.



Soucasna vystava nazvana Nechte
mé tady! predstavuje autorovo dilo
v Siroké retrospektive. Zvlastni nazev,
ktery pro ni zvolil, je parafrazi véty
ze starych partyzanskych filma, kdyz
vycerpany hrdina pri prechodu hor
sdéluje kamaradum, Ze uz nema silu,
Ze nepujde dal ani za cenu ztraty
Zivota. Pro Jaromira Svejdika je ta
véta vyjadrenim skutecnosti, Ze nasel
své definitivni misto, respektive svoji
uméleckou polohu a svuj styl, a Ze
se uz nechce hnéat za novymi objevy.
Jeho vytvarné dilo, ¢itajici dnes

uz stovky volnych praci na papire,
nékolik publikovanych komiksu,
radu kniznich ilustraci, prace pro
film i interiérovou realizaci baru kina
Svétozor v centru Prahy, predstavuje
totiz Siroky, avSak vnitfné uceleny
soubor, ktery dohromady tvori svét
s jasnymi obrysy i vyraznymi hrdiny,
svét pojednany originalnim, neopa-
kovatelnym a jasné rozpoznatelnym
vytvarnym jazykem. S takovou praci
v zadech je uz skute¢né mozné se na
chvili zastavit, vydechnout a s konsta-
tovanim nechte mé tady! bilancovat.

Jaromir 99: Leave Me Here!

Katerina Tuckova

The visual work of Jaromir Svejdik
alias Jaromir 99 has long been known
to a large group of comics fans, and
in recent years to others as well.
After the comic book “Alois Nebel”
became a generational film legend,
the outlines of his work became
familiar even to people who are not
frequent visitors to art museums
and exhibition galleries. Yet this is
precisely where the work of this
artist should rightfully find its place:
His works on paper are exceptional
with their relevance and visually
convincing character, although
achieved with minimalistic means
of expression.

Jaromir 99 has established himself
on the visual scene as a graphic
artist telling his stories through both
classical drawing and computer
graphics. He creates scenes with
grand composition and elaborate
perspective, in the foreground

of which he depicts idiosyncratic
heroes and constructs thrillers in

a manner corresponding to the
character of each visual novel.
The artist selects his topics from
across various genres, so that his
bibliography includes for instance
Bomber (Labyrint, 2007), a coarse
artist’s comics story from the
borderland; but also a classic

of world fiction, 7he Cast/e by
Franz Kafka (SelfMadeHero and
Labyrint, 2013), which brought him
a nomination for the prestigious Will
Eisner Award in 2014. Thanks to the
artist’s visual sensibility and his skill
for transposing all aspects of the

text, these comic books have attained broad popularity, the most significant
international acclaim being won by a trilogy about a train dispatcher from Bily
Potok — A/ois Nebe/ (Labyrint, 2008), created by Jaromir 99 in collaboration
with writer Jaroslav Rudis. Under his artistic direction the book was then
turned into a film with the same title, which later won the European Award for
Best Animated Film, and an Academy Award Nomination.

Apart from comic books, Jaromir 99 also produces illustrations, in which he
adopts a more austere form of expression than in his visual novels. His most
peculiar expression, however, is to be found in his self-assigned work, for
which he has mastered the cut-out technique — an almost forgotten art of
bygone street buskers and fair or salon entertainers who, with nothing more
than paper and scissors, impressed broad audiences by cutting out portraits
and whole figurative scenes. In the work of Jaromir 99, though, cut-out
layers of paper in various colours, folded one over another, surpass by far the
superficial amusement of popular art. They offer insight into a world that may
seem to be constructed of simple forms at first glance, but is at the same time
quite complex and convincing in addressing the viewer with sparse and very
sparingly cut and scissored lines.

This world — no matter which of the aforementioned forms and techniques
are used to create it — displays substantial themes, such as the issue of
Sudetenland, represented by the dark woody borderland landscape, familiar
to the artist from his native region around Jesenik, or the stories of people
whose faces and fates he discovered on tombstones in formerly German
villages. Apart from historical themes, however, he also bears witness to the
present with numerous self-portraits and portraits of his friends — musicians,
writers and visual artists.

The present exhibition titled Leave Me Here! presents the artist’s work in

a broad retrospective. The title that he has chosen for the show paraphrases

a sentence from old partisan films, when an exhausted hero crossing the
mountains with his comrades tells them that he has no more strength to
continue and should be abandoned to his fate. In the case of Jaromir Svejdik
the sentence is an expression of the fact that he has found his definitive place,
his artistic position and his style, and is no longer interested in running after
new discoveries. His visual work, which now amounts to hundreds of self-
assigned works on paper, several published comic books, a number of book
illustrations, film works and even a realised interior design for the bar of the
Svétozor cinema in Prague city centre, represents an extensive but internally
coherent oeuvre, which constitutes a universe with clear outlines and distinct
heroes, a universe treated in an original, irreproducible and clearly distinctive
artistic language. Faced with such a body of work, one can indeed stop for
a while, have a rest and — having noted Leave Me Here! — take stock.
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Jaromir 99

Obganskym jménem Jaromir Svejdik
se narodil v roce 1963 v Jeseniku.
Plsobi jako zpévak, skladatel, kyta-
rista a vytvarnik.

V 80. letech zalozil punkovou sku-
pinu Chlapi z prace, od roku 1989

je frontmanem kapely Priessnitz,
pro kterou také pise vétSinu textd.
V roce 2004 stél u vzniku hudebniho
seskupeni Umakart, v roce 2007
pak u vzniku tria Jaromir 99 & The
Bombers, jehoz debutové album je
soundtrackem ke Svejdikovu komiksu
Bomber. V reakci na devadesatileté
vyro¢i smrti spisovatele Franze Kafky
zalozil v roce 2013 kapelu Kafka
Band, ktera vystupuje s originalnim
hudebné-vizualnim predstavenim,
jez ve formatu divadelni inscenace
uvadi s velkym Gspéchem némecké
Theater Bremen.

Vedle své hudebni tvorby se
Jaromir 99 se stejnou intenzitou
vénuje i vytvarnému uméni. Proslul
jako autor komiksU, z nichz mezina-
rodniho renomé dosahl komiksovy
pribéh o vypravéim Aloisi Nebelovi
vytvoreny ve spolupraci se spisova-
telem Jaroslavem Rudisem. Stejno-
jmenny film z roku 2011, jehoZz byl
Jaromir 99 hlavnim vytvarnikem,
ziskal o rok pozdéji Evropskou filmo-
vou cenu za nejlepsi animovany film
a Ceskou republikou byl navrzen na
Oskara v kategorii Nejlepsi cizoja-
zy¢ny film.

Jaromir 99 je také autorem sto-
ryboard( k filmiim Jedna ruka

netleskd, Samotari, Déti Duny nebo
Grandhotel.

Je autorem komikst Bomber (vydal
Labyrint, 2007), Alois Nebel (ve spo-
lupraci s Jaroslavem Rudisem, vydal
Labyrint, 2008) a Zamek (podle
romanu Franze Kafky, vydal SelfMa-
deHero a Labyrint, 2013), za néjz byl
nominovan na prestizni mezinarodni
cenu Willa Eisnera. V soucasné dobé
dokoncuje komiks o legendarnim
¢eském bézci nazvany Emil Zatopek
(ve spolupraci s Janem Novakem,
vydava Argo, 2016). Vytvoril radu
kniZnich ilustraci, mj. ¢eskych pre-
kladu knih polské spisovatelky Olgy
Tokarczuk.

V letech 2011 az 2013 byl ¢lenem
vytvarné skupiny Prague Stuckists.

Vice informaci o autorovi na
www.jaromir99.blogspot.cz
www.aloisnebel.cz
www.priessnitz.com.
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Jaromir 99

Born in 1963 in Jesenik, Czech Republic, his given name is Jaromir Svejdik.
He is an active singer, composer, guitarist and visual artist.

In the 1980s he founded the punk band Chlapi z prace; since 1989 he has
been the frontman of Priessnitz and composed most of their lyrics. In 2004
he was involved in the creation of the band Umakart, and in 2007 of the trio
Jaromir 99 & The Bombers; the debut album of the latter is the soundtrack
to Svejdik’s comic book Bomber. His Kafka Band, founded in 2013 on the
occasion of the 90th anniversary of writer Franz Kafka’s death, perform their
original musical-visual show which has been staged with great success as
a theatre performance at Theater Bremen in Germany.

Besides his activity in music Jaromir 99 devotes himself with equal intensity
to visual art. He has become a renowned author of comic books. His story
of train dispatcher Alois Nebel, created in collaboration with writer Jaroslav
Rudis, reached international fame: The film with the same name, made in 2001
under the artistic direction of Jaromir 99 won the European Film Award for
the best animated film the following year, and was submitted by the Czech
Republic for the Academy Award in the category Best Foreign Language Film.

Jaromir 99 also produced the film storyboards for Jedna ruka netleska
(One Hand Can’t Clap), Samoté¥i (Loners), Déti Duny (Children of Dune)
and Grandhotel.

He is the author of comic books Bomber (published by Labyrint, 2007), Alois
Nebel (in collaboration with Jaroslav Rudis, published by Labyrint, 2008) and
Zamek (The Castle, after Franz Kafka’s novel, published by SelfMadeHero
and Labyrint, 2013); the latter brought him a nomination to the prestigious
international Will Eisner Award. At present Jaromir 99 is completing a comic
book on the legendary Czech runner Emil Zatopek (in collaboration with Jan
Novak, published by Argo, 2016). He has created numerous book illustrations,
such as those accompanying Czech translations of books by Polish writer
Olga Tokarczuk.

Between 2011-2013 he was a member of the visual art group
Prague Stuckists.

More information on the artist is available at
www.jaromir99.blogspot.cz
www.aloisnebel.cz

wWww.priessnitz.com.



Nechte mé tady!
DOPROVODNY PROGRAM

24.2.2016,16-18 h

JAK VZNIKA KOMIKS

Prednaska Jaromira 99 na téma, jak vznika komiks — od textu pres
obhlidky, profilaci charakterd az po realizaci komiksu. Nasleduje
prochazka vystavou s autorem a kuratorem Miroslavem Houskou.
Ddm panu z Kunstatu

prednaska, komentovana prohlidka

vstupné 20 K¢ (streda)

27. 2. 2016, 1417 h

ZVERINEC - WORKSHOP S RAKETOU

Prijdte si vytvorit trojrozmérny ,,pop up“ obrazek se zviratky od
Jaromira 99 nebo s jakymkoliv vlastnim napadem. Dilna pro déti

k vystavé Jaromira Svejdika pod vedenim autorek détského asopisu

Raketa. Budeme stfihat, lepit, kreslit. Vhodné i pro predskolni déti.

Vstup kdykoli mezi 14-17 hod, material bude k dispozici.
DUm pant z Kunstatu

workshop

vstupné 20 K¢, doprovod zdarma

16.3. 2016, 17 h

JAROMIR 99: NECHTE ME TADY !

Komentovana prohlidka s kuratorem Miroslavem Houskou
Dlm pant z Kunstatu

vstupné 20 K¢é

K vystavé je mozné objednat edukacni program pro skoly.
Info: edukace @dum-umeni.cz, 731 656 858

Leave me Here!!
ACCOMPANYING PROGRAM

24 February 2016, 4 pm — 6 pm

HOW TO MAKE A COMICS

Jaromir 99 talks about making a comics — from the text through
recons, characters profiling up to the comics realisation. Followed
by an exhibition tour with the artist and curator Miroslav Houska.
House of the Lords of Kunstat

lecture, commented tour

admission 20 CZK (Wednesday)

27 February 2016, 2 pm — 5 pm

MENAGERIE - WORKSHOP WITH RAKETA

Come and make your three-dimensional “pop-up” picture with
animals by Jaromir 99 or with any other idea of your own. Workshop
for children inspired by Jaromir Svejdik’s exhibition and animated by
authors of the children’s magazine Raketa. You will cut with scissors,
glue, and draw. Fit also for pre-school children. You can start any
time between 2 and 5 pm, material will be available on the spot.
House of the Lords of Kunstat

workshop

admission 20 CZK, free for accompanying adult

16 March 2016, 17 pm

JAROMIR 99: LEAVE ME HERE !
Commented tour with curator Miroslav Houska
House of the Lords of Kunstat

admission 20 CZK

An educational programme for schools is available.
Information and booking: edukace@dum-umeni.cz, 731 656 858






